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To  the  Southam  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  of  presenting  my  Fifth  Annual  Report 
on  the  health  of  the  Rural  District  of  Southam. 

In  the  preparation  of  this  Report  I  have  endeavoured  to 
follow  the  suggestions  laid  down  in  the  Memorandum  issued 
in  December,  1913,  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  the  Local 
Government  Board,  and  would  point  out  that  much  of  the 
information  which  would  appear  to  be  unnecessary  to  those 
who  are  acquainted  with  the  District  is  nevertheless  particu¬ 
larly  required  by  that  Board. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

CLAUDE  E.  TANG  YE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Southam  Rural  District 


Area,  exclusive  of  Water,  52,616  Acres. 


Inland  Water, 

181  Acres. 

Census,  1891 

Census,  1901. 

Census,  1911 

Population  ...  . 10,250 

9,903 

9,987 

Inhabited  Houses  ...  2,373 

2,370 

2,483 

Average  number  of  persons 

A 

per  house  ...  ...  4.32 

4-13 

..  4.02 

Estimated  Population  (1913),  10,010. 


General  Character  of  the  District. — The  industry 
of  the  District  is  purely  agricultural,  except  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  of  Southam,  Stockton,  and  Bishops  Itchington,  where 
there  are  altogether  four  Cement  Works,  which  give  employ¬ 
ment  to  a  large  and  increasing  number  of  hands,  and  at 
Napton  where  there  is  a  large  brick-yard. 

The  town  of  Southam  contains  almost  one-fifth  of  the 
population  of  the  entire  District,  which  comprises  also  seven¬ 
teen  villages  and  several  small  hamlets. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  District. 

Water  Supply. — In  my  Annual  Report  for  1912  a  general 
description  was  given  of  the  water  supplies  of  the  various  parts 
of  the  District.  During  the  past  j?ear  this  subject  has  been 
frequently  before  the  Council,  but  so  far  it  is  impossible  to 
record  much  real  advance. 

A  special  Committee  has  devoted  considerable  time  to  the 
question  of  a  public  supply  for  the  town  of  Southam.  Water- 
diviners  have  been  employed  to  indicate  the  position  of  the 
underground  springs  in  the  vicinity,  and  experimental  works 
are  in  progress  near  Holy  Well.  Although  the  conditions 
appear  hopeful  it  is  too  early  to  make  any  definite  statement 
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as  to  the  possibility  of  an  adequate  supply  from  this  source. 
The  springs  in  this  neighbourhood  appear  to  arise  from  lime¬ 
stone  beds  overlying  the  blue  lias. 

On  February  25th  I  reported  as  follows  with  regard  to 
Long  Itchington  : — 

‘  ‘  I  regret  to  have  to  report  the  appearance  of 
typhoid  fever  again  at  Long  Itchington. 

“A  child  of  nine  was  notified  on  January  29th  last, 
and  removed  to  Heathcote  Hospital.  On  February  15th 
the  mother  of  the  child  was  notified  and  similarly 
removed. 

‘  ‘  The  well  water  supplying  this  house  and  others  was 
analysed  some  months  ago  and  condemned  as  containing 
organic  matter  of  animal  origin.  The  owner  was  com¬ 
municated  with,  but  no  steps  were  taken  to  remedy  the 
state  of  the  water. 

‘  ‘  The  general  state  of  the  water  supply  of  this  village 
remains  most  unsatisfactory,  and  the  occurrence  of 
typhoid  fever  is  not  surprising.  In  many  of  the  large 
number  of  cases  of  condemned  wells  active  measures  have 
been  taken  by  the  owners  to  remedy  the  pollution.  So 
far,  however,  very  little,  if  any,  improvement  has  resulted 
in  the  condition  of  the  water. 

“It  is  impossible  to  avoid  the  conclusion  that  the 
whole  subsoil  is  permeated  with  organic  filth,  and  I  must 
again  bring  before  the  Council  the  urgent  need  of  a  proper 
water  supply  for  the  village.” 

A  number  of  further  analyses  has  shewn  that  extremely 
little  improvement  has  since  taken  place  in  the  well  waters  of 
Long  Itchington,  although  every  effort  in  many  instances  has 
been  made  by  the  owners'  of  property  to  cleanse  and  protect 
their  wells.  Whilst  the  public  scavenging  has  undoubtedly 
tended  to  mitigate  the  danger  of  typhoid  fever  from  the 
polluted  water,  it  would  appear  practically  hopeless  to  expect 
a  pure  supply  from  the  present  shallow  wells.  The  joint 
scheme  for  supplying  a  number  of  villages  of  the  District, 
once  under  the  consideration  of  a  committee  since  dissolved, 
appears  to  be  abandoned,  and  failing  this  the  only  other 
alternative  I  can  suggest  is  that  of  a  deep  bore. 
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The  results  of  such  a  bore  at  the  “Model  Village  ”  three- 
quarters  of  a  mile  from  Long  Itchington,  have  been  extremely 
interesting.  This  bore  was  sunk  for  the  purpose  of  supplying 
Messrs.  Kaye’s  new  cottages,  and  passes  through  the  blue  lias 
to  a  depth  of  275  feet.  The  yield  is  some  26,000  gallons  per 
24  hours,  but  the  water  shews  enormous  impregnation  with 
mineral  salts,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  following  report  by  the 
County  Analysts  : — 

Results  of  Analysis  expressed  in  parts  per  100,000. 

Date  of  Receipt  of  Sample — Feb.  14th,  1913. 

Description — “Messrs.  Kaye  and  Co.’s  boring, 


Southam.” 

Free  and  Saline  Ammonia  ...  ...  ...  0.111 

Organic  Ammonia  ...  ...  ....  ...  0.003 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides...  ...  ...  ...  4.5 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrates  and  Nitrites  ...  ...  0 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  Four  Hours  at  80°  F.  0.095 
Total  Solid  Matter  ...  ...  ...  ...  314 

Hardness — 

Temporary  ...  ...  ...  ...  18.0 

Permanent  ...  ...  ...  ...  118.1 

Total  .  136.1 

Remarks — Slightly  turbid. 


“County  Analysts’  Laboratory,  Birmingham, 

“March  5th,  1913. 

“Dear  Sir, 

“We  beg  to  hand  you  herewith  the  results  of  our 
analysis  of  the  mineral  salts  contained  in  the  water  from 
Messrs.  Kaye’s  boring,  expressed  in  parts  per  100,000 


of  the  water  : — 

Silica  ...  ...  ...  7.75 

Lime  ...  ...  ...  65.00 

Magnesia  ...  ...  ...  17.90 

Soda  ...  ...  ...  36.00 

Sulphuric  Acid  ...  ...  143.00 

Chlorine  ...  ...  ...  4.50 

Carbonic  Acid  ...  ...  10.00 
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“These  results  when  combined  together  according 
to  the  usual  chemical  methods  shew  practically  that  the 
bulk  of  the  solid  matter  consists  of  Sulphate  of  Calcium, 
Sulphate  of  Sodium,  and  Sulphate  of  Magnesium,  the 
quantity  of  these  being  respectively  127.1,  73.5,  and  35.4. 
These  quantities  are  undoubtedly  very  large,  and  we  are 
certainly  of  opinion  that  such  a  water,  though  pure 
organically,  cannot  be  considered  a  reasonably  suitable 
one  for  the  constant  supply  of  a  small  community.  We 
daresay  that  such  waters  in  the  lias  are  sometimes  found 
in  use,  but  we  are  quite  certain  that  such  a  large  amount 
of  mineral  constituents  would  be  detrimental  to  the 
health  of  many  people. 

' '  Yours  faithfully, 

‘  ‘  Bostock  Hill  and  Rigby, 

“County  Analysts.” 

In  spite  of  this  unpromising  report,  on  my  suggestion,  the 
Council  decided  to  grant  occupation  certificates  under  the 
Public  Health  (Water)  Act  for  a  limited  number  of  new 
cottages,  and  twenty  have  been  occupied  during  the  course  of 
the  year.  Not  the  slightest  ill  result  has  been  experienced 
from  the  use  of  this  water  so  far,  although  it  is  said  to  have  had 
a  slightly  aperient  effect  when  first  used.  As  it  is  organically 
pure  it  possesses  the  great  advantage  of  freedom  from  danger 
as  regards  typhoid  fever,  which  cannot  be  said  of  the  majority 
of  local  shallow  wells.  An  endeavour  is  being  made  to 
mitigate  its  hardness  by  admixture  of  rain-water  in  the 
storage  tank. 

On  September  9th  I  made  the  following  report  to  the 
Council  with  regard  to  water  supplies  at  “The  Doles,”  Priors 
Marston  : — 

‘  ‘  I  beg  to  report  that  I  have  inspected  the  present 
arrangements  for  a  rain-water  supply  to  the  barn  at  the 
Doles,  which  has  been  converted  into  a  dwelling  house. 
This  arrangement  will  not  give  a  clean  water  supply,  and 
I  recommend  that  the  certificate  of  occupation  be  not 
granted  until  a  proper  rain-water  separator  and  tank 
above  ground  are  installed. 
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‘ '  I  have  also  inspected  the  Wharf  House  and 
adjacent  cottage.  These  take  their  supply  of  drinking 
water  direct  from  the  canal  near  the  points  where  the 
canal  receives  their  drainage.  In  the  case  of  the  Wharf 
House  a  recent  attempt  has  been  made  to  provide  an 
underground  filter  for  the  canal  wrater,  but  the  result  is 
worse  than  the  original  water. 

‘  ‘  I  recommend  that  these  two  houses  should  also  be 
provided  with  rain-water  separators  and  tanks  above 
ground,  and  that  the  Sanitary  Inspector  be  authorised 
to  inform  builders  and  others  that  the  Council  will 
require  this  apparatus  \yhere  a  rain  water  supply  is 
sanctioned.” 

The  practice  of  using  canal  water  as  a  household  supply 
cannot  be  too  strongly  condemned.  A  notable  example  of 
its  danger  occurred  towards  the  close  of  the  year  in  the  parish 
of  Napton.  A  household,  consisting  of  father  and  five 
children,  derived  their  drinking  water  from  a  dirty  pit  fed  from 
overflows  respectively  of  the  canal  and  canal-reservoir.  Four 
of  the  children  contracted  typhoid  fever,  and  three  of  the 
cases  proved  fatal.  In  addition  a  child  at  a  house  to  which 
the  washing  of  the  family  was  sent,  also  contracted  the 
disease.  In  my  opinion  the  source  in  the  first  four  cases  was 
undoubtedly  the  filthy  water  supply. 

In  a  number  of  such  instances,  where  other  sources  are 
impossible,  a  comparatively  satisfactory  supply  can  be 
obtained  from  the  roof  of  the  dwelling  if  the  rain-water  is 
received  through  a  properly  constructed  rain-water  separator. 
On  my  recommendation  the  Council  have  resolved  to  require 
this  method  in  default  of  a  better,  and  I  hope  that  this  require¬ 
ment  will  be  insisted  upon  in  future. 

In  my  last  Annual  Report  details  were  given  of  the  Har- 
bury  water  supply.  No  steps  have  so  far  been  taken  with 
regard  to  a  public  supply.  The  condition  is  much  the  same 
here  as  at  Long  Itchington,  though,  as  in  that  village,  the 
danger  of  typhoid  fever  is  mitigated  by  public  scavenging. 
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With  regard  to  the  various  villages  which  have  public 
supplies,  I  would  emphasise  the  importance  of  maintaining 
the  greatest  cleanliness  of  collecting  areas  and  reservoirs. 
Since  the  end  of  the  year  the  Council  have  authorised  the 
taking  of  bacteriological  and  chemical  samples  from  all  public 
supplies.  If  these  should  indicate  pollution  it  will  probably 
be  due  to  want  of  attention  to  the  works  rather  than  to  the 
contamination  of  the  springs  from  which  the  supplies  are 
derived. 

In  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report  will  be  found  details 
of  the  routine  examination  of  water  supplies,  and  the  results 
of  analyses. 

The  number  of  houses  with  regard  to  which  occupation 
Certificates'  have  been  granted  under  the  Public  Health 
(Water)  Act,  was  45,  and  the  Inspector  provides  me  with  the 
following  notes  thereon  : — 

Bishops  Itchington,  eight  houses,  one  private  well 
(analysed  and  passed). 

Harbury,  one  house,  private  well  (analysed  and  passed). 

Long  Itchington,  twenty  houses,  Messrs.  Kaye’s  bore. 

Napton,  two  houses,  public  supply,  south  side,  (analysed 
and  passed)  ;  one  house,  spring  in  rickyard  (analysed 
and  passed). 

Priors  Marston,  one  house,  public  supply  (analysed  and 
passed). 

Shuckburgh,  two  houses,  public  well  (analysed  and  passed) 

Stockton,  eight  houses,  two  private  wells  (analysed  and 
passed).  Two  houses,  public  well. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  Inspector’s  Report  that  out  of  32 
samples  submitted  for  analysis,  17  were  passed,  whilst  in  1912 
out  of  37  samples  only  5  were  passed.  The  reason  for  the 
apparent  improvement  in  1913  is  that  a  number  of  the  samples 
submitted  during  that  year  were  from  new  wells,  whereas  in 
1912  a  majority  were  from  old  wells  which  had  been  exposed 
to  contamination. 
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Drainage  and  Sewerage. — The  sewerage  of  the  various 
centres  of  population  in  the  District  was  described  in  general 
terms  in  my  last  Annual  Report,  with  the  effect  on  the 
streams  concerned.  The  brooks  at  Fenny  Compton  and  Long 
Itchington,  both  of  which  contained  sludge  derived  from 
sewage,  were  thoroughly  cleansed  during  the  summer  for  a 
considerable  distance  of  their  course. 

Inspection  of  the  only  two  sewage  disposal  areas,  at 
Southam  and  Stockton  respectively,  has  confirmed  the  great 
desirability  of  more  systematic  attention  to  these  outfalls. 

A  special  committee  has  taken  in  hand  the  question  of 
extension  of  the  sewerage  system  at  the  Banbury  Road  end 
of  the  town  of  Southam,.  and  I  am  pleased  to  report  that  a 
satisfactory  scheme  has  been  adopted  by  the  Council  to  deal 
with  the  sewage  from  this  area  by  connecting  with  the  existing 
sewerage  system,  and  by  the  installation  of  a  small  bacterial 
plant  to  deal  with  the  sewage  from  seventeen  houses,  the  levels 
of  which  do  not  permit  of  inclusion  in  the  existing  system. 
The  addition  thus  made  to  the  area  from  which  sewage  is 
dealt  with  at  the  old  outfall  will  be  a  further  reason  that 
continuous  care  should  be  exercised  at  that  outfall. 

Further  details  with  regard  to  extension  and  upkeep  of 
sewers  will  be  found  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report. 

Closet  Accommodation. — With  a  few  exceptions  in  the 
larger  houses  the  dry  conservancy  system  obtains  throughout 
the  District.  At  Southam,  however,  there  are  some  ninety 
water  closets  in  smaller  as  well  as  larger  houses.  The  Inspec¬ 
tor  has  devoted  considerable  attention  to  the  improvement  of 
sanitary  accommodation,  but  in  my  opinion  conditions  will  not 
be  generally  satisfactory  until  all  the  populous  villages  have 
pail-closets  throughout,  and  a  public  scavenging  scheme  to 
insure  their  regular  cleansing.  This  system  is  of  course  not  to  be 
compared  with  water  carriage,  but  the  absence  of  public  water 
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supplies  prevents  the  ideal  method  on  an}-  large  scale.  At 
present,  as  in  most  rural  districts,  insanitary  privy-middens 
are  only  too  common  even  in  populous  villages. 

No  conversions  from  dry  disposal  to  water  carriage  have 
been  made  during  the  year. 

•  Scavenging. — The  public  scavenging  schemes  at  Southam, 
Long  Itchington,  and  Harbury,  have  worked  satisfactorily 
during  the  year,  and  have  been  generally  appreciated. 

On  2nd  December  I  made  the  following  report  to  the 
Council  : — 

“During  recent  inspections  of  the  village  of  Napton 
I  have  found  many  unsatisfactory  conditions  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  the  present  disposal  of  ijight-soil  and  house 
refuse. 

‘  ‘  For  the  most  part  this  is  removed  at  long  intervals 
to  the  allotments,  and  this  removal  in  many  instances 
involves  the  temporary  deposit  of  offensive  material  in 
the  main  road. 

“In  the  higher  part  of  the  village,  which  cannot  be 
supplied  from  the  -water  main,  there  is  great  danger  of 
contamination  of  wells  from  the  various  deposits. 

‘  ‘  I  would  strongly  recommend  the  adoption  of  a 
public  scavenging  scheme  in  this  village  on  the  same  lines 
as  those  in  satisfactory  operation  in  various  other  villages 
« in  the  District.  Such  a  scheme  would  allow  of  the  con¬ 
version  of  a  number  of  insanitary  ash-pit  middens,  now 
emptied  yearly,  into  pail  closets  which  could  be  emptied 
weekly,  and  would  ensure  the  regular  removal  of  house¬ 
hold  garbage.  In  this  way  the  cleanliness  of  the  village 
would  be  very  much  improved.” 

The  matter  was  considered  by  a  meeting  of  ratepayers 
at  Napton  during  the  adjournment  of  its  consideration  by  the 
Council,  and  the  meeting  instructed  the  parish  representatives 
to  vote  against  the  scheme  at  the  District  Council.  The 
Council,  as  a  result,  did  not  proceed  with  the  scheme,  but  I 
am  firmly  of  the  opinion  that  it  is  necessary,  and  much  regret 


that  the  Sanitary  Authority,  upon  whom  the  responsibility 
of  the  sanitation  of  the  District  rests,  did  not  proceed  with  a 
measure  which  has  been  found  so  valuable  in  three  other 
centres  of  its  area. 

Sanitary  Inspections  of  the  District. — The  Table 
appended  to  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report  gives  a  summary 
of  his  inspections,  and  in  his  report  will  be  found  further 
details  on  this  matter. 

Schools. — Elementary  Schools  have  received  inspections 
as  occasion  arose,  and  on  the  whole  are  fairly  satisfactory  as 
regards  sanitation. 

Food. — The  number  of  registered  dairy  farms  in  the 
District  remains  the  same  as  last  year,  namely,  forty.  I  have 
inspected  these  as  far  as  other  duties  have  allowed,  and  have 
found  them  moderately  satisfactory  with  a  few  exceptions. 
Amongst  the  latter  is  a  dairy  farm  at  Priors  Hardwick,  from 
which  the  milk  is  sent  to  London,  which  is  structurally  one  of 
the  most  insanitary  I  have  inspected  in  any  District,  and 
which  was  very  dirty  at  the  time  of  my  visit.  This  case  is 
one  calling  for  firm  action  on  the  part  of  the  Council. 

The  twenty-four  bakehouses  of  the  District  have  been 
found  fairly  well  kept  when  inspected. 

Of  the  fourteen  slaughter-houses  the  worst  is  one  of  two 
at  Stockton.  This  is  merely  an  open-fronted  shed  next  the 
road,  not  properly  drained  and  containing  a  quantity  of  odds 
and  ends.  Slaughtering  of  sheep  and  pigs  appears  to  be 
carried  out  partly  in  the  open  yard  and  partly  under  the  shed. 
Under  such  circumstances  of  course  proper  cleanliness  is 
practically  impossible. 

Al  Priors  Marston  a  dark  cart  shed  is  used  for  a  similar 
purpose,  but  apparently  not  to  any  large  extent. 
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On  October  7th  I  reported  as  follows  to  the  Council  : — 

‘  ‘  During  my  inspections  of  the  District  I  have  found 
certain  instances  of  the  use  of  very  unsuitable  premises 
for  the  purpose  of  slaughtering  animals  for  human  food. 

‘  ‘  I  would  remind  the  Council  that  at  present  these 
premises  are  not  subject  to  registration  and  control  of 
bye-laws  as  far  as  this  District  is  concerned,  and  I  would 
recommend  that  the  Council  should  obtain  powers  to 
regulate  the  use  of  all  slaughter-houses. 

‘  ‘  I  would  add  that  these  powers  are  in  force  in  all 
the  other  Rural  Districts  with  which  I  am  connected,  and 
that  they  are  quite  satisfactory  in  operation.” 


It  is  satisfactory  to  report  that  the  necessary  Urban 
powers  were  applied  for  and  obtained,  and  that  steps  are  being 
taken  to  adopt  the  model  bye-laws  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  with  regard  to  slaughter-houses. 

No  meat  was  condemned  during  the  year  as  unfit  for 
food. 

The  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  are  administered  in  the 
District  entirely  by  the  County  Council. 


HOUSING. 

Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations  1910. 


Number  of 
Houses 
Inspected  for 
purposes  of  Sec. 
17  of  Act  1909. 

Number  of 
Houses  found 
unfit  for 
Habitation. 

Number  of 
Representations 
made  to  the 
Local  Authority 
with  a  view 
to  the  making  of 
Closing  Orders. 

Number  of 
Closing  Orders 
made. 

Number  of 
Dwelling  Houses 
the  defects  in 
which  were 
remedied  with¬ 
out  the  making 
of 

Closing  Orders. 

Number  of 
Dwelling  Houses 
which  after  the 
making  of 
Closing  Orders 
were  put  into  a 
fit  state  for 
human  habita¬ 
tion. 

1911  33 

3 

3 

Nil 

8 

N 1  ; 

1912  62 

3 

3 

Nil 

31 

Nil 

1913  151 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

98 

Nil 

1 3 


The  151  houses  completely  inspected  under  the  above 
Regulations  during  the  past  year  were  distributed  thus  in  nine 
of  the  26  parishes  of  the  District  : — - 


Chesterton 

Gaydon 

Harbury 

Ladbroke 

Long  Itchington 

Napton 

Priors  Marston 

Southam 

Stockton 


19  houses. 


2 

55 

2 

40 


y ) 


y  y 

y  * 


1  house. 
4  houses. 


17 

11 

151 


The  inspection  of  the  small  parish  of  Chesterton  is  now 
completed,  and  that  of  Long  Itchington  is  approaching 
completion. 


Sixty-five  of  the  151  houses  inspected  during  last  year 
were  repaired  satisfactorily,  36  were  in  progress  at  the  end  of 
the  year,  44  had  not  so  far  been  begun,  and  six  did  not  require 
any  repairs. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  repairs  were  completed  during 
the  year  to  33  houses  which  had  been  previously  inspected  and 
were  outstanding,  so  that  altogether  98  houses  were  satis¬ 
factorily  repaired  during  1913. 

There  still  remain  nineteen  houses  inspected  in  1911  and 
1912  which  have  not  so  far  been  repaired  in  accordance  with 
the  requirements  of  the  Council,  and  although  no  legal  pro¬ 
ceedings  have  been  undertaken  during  the  past  year  in  con¬ 
nection  with  housing,  it  will  be  necessary  for  the  Council  to 
take  steps  to  secure  that  their  requirements  are  more  promptly 
obeyed. 
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It  has  not  appeared  necessary  to  make  any  representation 
during  the  year  to  the  Council  with  regard  to  closure  of  unfit 
houses.  I  have  made  altogether  six  such  representations  dur¬ 
ing  previous  years,  and  in  no  case  has  the  Council  made 
Closing  Orders.  The  three  cottages  represented  as  unfit  in 
1911  were  subsequently  repaired  under  threat  of  closure  from 
the  Council,  and  the  three  (in  one  block)  represented  in  1912 
are  still  vacant  and  unrepaired. 

The  general  character  of  structural  defects  found  to  exist 
in  houses  inspected  during  the  year  was  much  the  same  as  in 
previous  years,  and  includes  defective  roofs,  spouting,  walls, 
paving,  drainage,  privy  and  ashpit  accommodation,  water 
supply,  food  cupboards,  floors,  plastering  and  ventilation. 
Damp-proof  courses  are  the  exception  in  any  but  the  newer 
cottages,  and  many  of  the  older  are  stone-built. 

In  addition  to  strictly  structural  defects,  dirty  interiors 
were  commonly  met  with  during  the  year. 

On  the  whole  it  will  be  seen  that  much  more  work  in 
housing  has  been  performed  in  the  District  during  the  past 
year  than  in  any  previous  year,  although  of  course  there  is 
still  room  for  improvement,  more  especially  in  securing  the 
more  prompt  attention  of  owners  to  necessary  repairs. 

With  regard  to  the  adequacy  of  housing  accommodation 
in  the  District,  whilst  the  need  for  housing  is  not  so  acute  as 
in  neighbouring  districts,  the  large  Cement  Works  naturally 
tend  to  produce  a  shortage  in  this  direction,  which,  however, 
the  Companies  themselves  to  a  certain  extent  have  endeavoured 
to  meet. 

The  year  has  been  one  of  unusual  activity  in  the  building 
of  cottages,  chiefly  on  the  part  of  the  large  Cement  Com¬ 
panies.  The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  45  new  houses 
occupied  during  the  year  : — 
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Long  Itchington  (Messrs.  Kaye) 

20  cottages 

Stockton  (Messrs.  Nelson) 

8 

7  f 

Bishop’s  Itchington  (Messrs. 
Lakin) 

8 

)  > 

Priors  Marston  (Private) 

1 

7  7 

Stockton  (Private) 

1 

,,  1  house 

Harbury  (Private) 

1 

7  7 

Napton  (Private) 

2 

,,  1  house 

Shuckburgh  (Private) 

2 

7  7 

43  cottages  2  houses 


Besides  these  a  barn  at  Marston  Doles  in  the  parish  of  Priors 
Marston  was  converted  into  a  farm  house,  making  an  addition 
of  46  dwelling  houses  to  the  District  during  the  year. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  the  following  further  cottages 
were  in  course  of  erection  : — 

Bishops  Itchington  (Messrs.  Lakin)  6  cottages. 
Northend  (Private)  ...  ...  1  cottage 

Lighthorne  (Private)  ...  ...  3  cottages  rebuilt. 

10  cottages 


The  Inspector  provides  me  with  the  following  note  as  to 
cases  of  overcrowding  met  with  during  the  year  : — - 

Harbury. — Man,  wife,  boys,  15,  12,  9,  girls  6,  2|,  in 
two  bedrooms  of  1,414  cubic  feet,  not  abated,  as  unable 
to  get  a  larger  house. 

Bascote. — Man,  wife,  4  boys  under  10,  1  girl  over 
ten,  and  3  under,  in  one  bedroom  of  1,176  cubic  feet. 
Removed  to  larger  house  in  Napton. 

Bishops  Itchington. — Man,  wife,  and  5  children 
(several  over  ten),  in  2  bedrooms,  1,255  cubic  feet.  Unable 
to  get  larger  house,  but  two  children  boarded  out  for 
sleeping. 
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Long  Itchington. — Man,  wife,  one  child  over  ten, 
5  under  ten,  two  bedrooms  of  852  cubic  feet.  Next  house 
taken  for  bedrooms. 

Southam. — Man,  wife,  girl  12,  boy  5,  and  4  men 
lodgers  in  two  bedrooms  of  1,670  cubic  feet.  Next  house 
taken  for  bedrooms. 

(In  each  case  the  number  of  cubic  feet  given  is  the 
total  of  two  bedrooms). 

From  this  it  will  be  seen  that  the  case  at  Harbury  remains 
unabated,  and  this  is  an  indication  of  the  demand  in  that 
village  for  housing  accommodation.  A  serious  case  of  over¬ 
crowding  at  Long  Itchington  mentioned  in  my  Report  for 
1911  as  unabated  has  since  that  date  been  only  gradually 
alleviated  by  the  older  children  leaving  the  home,  and  in  this 
village  also  the  demand  for  houses  is  in  excess  of  the  supply. 
Whilst  single  cases  of  unabated  overcrowding  may  not  in 
themselves  mean  a  general  demand  for  housing,  inspection 
of  these  two  villages  shows  that  further  house  accommodation 
is  eminently  desirable,  and  it  remains  to  be  seen  whether  the 
activity  of  private  enterprise  in  the  neighbourhood  of  both 
villages  will  meet  this  demand.  The  pressure  on  both  villages 
is  undoubtedly  accounted  for  by  the  proximity  of  large  works. 

The  single  case  of  overcrowding  at  Southam  was  abated 
through  the  vacating  of  the  next  house  by  a  family  who  went 
to  one  of  the  twenty  new  cottages  at  “The  Model  Village,” 
Long  Itchington,  the  building  of  which  has  undoubtedly 
been  an  advantage  to  the  District,  although  a  proportion  of 
these  cottages  is  occupied  by  families  imported  from  outside 
the  District. 

The  supervision  over  the  construction  of  new  houses  is 
under  the  care  of  a  special  committee,  which  meets  monthly. 
The  building  bye-laws  are  on  the  lines  of  the  Local  Govern¬ 
ment  Board’s  model  for  Rural  Districts,  and  were  adopted  in 

i9io. 
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Sanitary  Administration  of  the  District. 

Staff. — The  Sanitary  Inspector  acts  also  as  Surveyor 
of  Highways,  and  is  provided  with  an  assistant  for  the  latter 
purpose.  The  Inspector,  besides  holding  the  offices  men¬ 
tioned,  is  the  officer  designated  under  the  Housing  (Inspection 
of  District)  Regulations,  and  superintends  the  various  scaveng¬ 
ing  schemes  of  the  District.  In  addition  he  acts  as  Sanitary 
Surveyor  in  connection  with  supervision  over  new  buildings, 
and  the  management  of  sewerage  and  sewage  outfalls  as  well 
as  of  public  water  supplies. 

The  provision  by  the  Council  of  a  motor  cycle  to  enable 
the  Inspector  to  travel  over  his  wide  area  more  efficiently, 
as  recommended  in  various  of  my  Reports  to  the  Council,  has 
been  again  discussed  during  the  year,  but  was  not  supported 
by  the  Council. 

Hospital  Accommodation.- — Heathcote  Hospital,  within 
the  area  of  the  Borough  of  Warwick,  has  continued  to  satisfac¬ 
torily  meet  the  requirements  of  the  District.  The  total 
available  beds  at  this  institution  is  70,  and  scarlet  fever, 
diphtheria,  and  typhoid  fever,  can  be  treated  therein.  Seven 
cases  each  of  scarlet  fever  and  diphtheria,  and  four  of  typhoid 
fever  were  admitted  from  the  Southam  District  during  the  year. 

In  addition,  two  cases  of  typhoid  fever  were  removed  to 
the  Warneford  (General)  Hospital,  Leamington. 

The  Small-pox  Hospital,  also  under  the  control  of  the 
Warwick  Joint  Hospital  Board,  is  situated  at  Fosse,  in  the 
Southam  District.  Sixteen  beds  are  available,  but  no 
case  was  admitted  during  the  year. 

Prevalence  of  and  Control  over  Acute  Infectious 

Diseases. 

Fifty-seven  cases  of  acute  infectious  disease  were  notified 
during  the  year,  comparing  with  32  during  1912,  64  during 
1911,  and  41  during  1910.  Table  II.  gives  the  statistical 
details  and  areas  of  occurrence. 
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Diphtheria. — The  fifteen  cases  notified  during  the  year 
were  mostly  of  a  mild  character,  and  none  proved  fatal.  Close 
watch  was  kept  at  the  elementary  schools  during  their  occur¬ 
rence,  especially  at  Southam  and  Long  Itchington,  and  con¬ 
tacts  showing  the  infection  were  excluded  until  free. 

The  free  supply  of  anti-toxin  provided  by  the  Council  for 
poorer  patients  has  been  used  as  required. 

Scarlet  Fever. — The  twenty  cases  which  occurred  during 
the  year  were  chiefly  scattered  in  time  and  area,  and  none 
proved  fatal. 

Enteric  or  Tvphoid  Fever. — Seven  cases  were  reported 
during  the  year,  and  note  has  already  been  made,  under  the 
heading  of  water  supply,  of  those  at  Long  Itchington  and  in 
th  ■  parish  of  Napton.  The  single  cases  at  Southam  and 
Bishops  Itchington  could  not  be  traced  to  any  definite  source, 
and  the  same  must  be  said  of  a  solitary  case  in  the  village  of 
Napton  not  included  in  the  outbreak  which  occurred  in  the 
same  parish  at  the  end  of  the  year  and  beginning  of  1914,  to 
which  I  have  alluded. 

The  solitary  case  at  Napton  as  well  as  one  of  the  series 
of  cases  -in  the  outbreak  in  that  parish  proved  fatal  during 
the  year  under  review. 

1  he  frequent  presence  of  this  infection  in  the  villages  of 
the  District  renders  the  question  of  water  supplies  one  of 
peculiar  importance  for  the  vigilance  of  the  Council. 

Erysipelas. — The  fifteen  cases  of  this  disease  were  mostly 
quite  mild  and  scattered  in  distribution. 

Puerperal  Fever. — No  case  of  this  disease  occurred  during 
the  year. 

The  following  Table  shows  the  extent  to  which  the 
County  scheme  has  been  utilised  for  the  free  bacteriological 
examinations  by  Birmingham  University  : — 


Positive. 

Negative. 

Total 

Diphtheria 

...  17 

...  32  .. 

.  49 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

1 

...  9  .. 

.  10 

Phthisis  ... 

...  1 

19 

...  8  .. 

49 

.  9 

68 

The  leaflets  giving  instructions  to  parents  as  to  necessary 
precautions  in  connection  with  infectious  disease  have  been 
carefully  re-drafted. 

« 

N on-notifiable  Infections  Disease. — On  the  whole  the 
District  has  been  free  from  serious  outbreaks  of  non-notifiable 
infectious  disease.  An  infant  death  was  due  to  measles  at 
Southam  in  the  second  quarter  of  the  year,  and  an  infant 
death  from  whooping  cough  in  the  same  town  towards  the 
close  of  the  year,  but  neither  of  these  was  associated  with 
any  general  prevalence.  A  death  of  a  child  under  two  years 
of  age  occurred  from  whooping  cough  at  Bishops  Itchington 
at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  but  this  was  almost  a  solitary  case 
of  this  disease  in  that  neighbourhood. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  elementarv  schools  closed  in  the 
District  during  the  year  on  account  of  infectious  disease  : — 

Priors  Hardwick — infectious  cough  and  chicken-pox, 
Jan.  21st  to  Feb.  3rd. 

Harburv  C.E.  Infants’ — measles,  Jan.  25th  to  Feb.  17th. 

Fenny  Compton — whooping  cough,  Feb.  13th  to  Mar.  31st. 

Lighthorne — chicken-pox,  Feb.  17th  to  Mar.  31st. 

Ladbroke — measles,  April  21st  to  Whitsun. 

All  these  closures  were  'advised  by  myself  either  after 
consultation  with  the  School  Medical  Officer  for  the  County, 
or  as  the  result  of  previous  agreement  with  him  as  to  the 
course  of  action,  all  certificates  being  countersigned  by  him. 


The  school  teachers  of  the  District  carefully  follow  the 
rules  laid  down  by  the  County  Council  with  regard  to  exclu¬ 
sion  of  members  of  infected  families  from  school,  which  rules 
are  based  upon  the  Local  Government  Board’s  Memorandum 
of  1909.  Notifications  of  all  infectious  disease  occurring 
amongst  school  children  are  duly  forwarded  from  the  schools 
to  myself. 

Prevalence  of  and  Control  over  Tuberculosis. 

Fortv-three  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  notified  during 
the  year,  28  being  of  pulmonary'tuberculosis  and  15  of  other 
forms.  Table  II.  gives  the  areas  of  occurrence. 

Two  deaths  were  due  to  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  one  at 
Wormleighton  and  one  at  Hatton  Asylum  in  the  case  of  a 
person  belonging  to  the  District.  A  death  of  an  infant  was 
due  to  tuberculous  meningitis  at  Lighthorne,  and  of  an  adult 
from  another  form  of  tuberculous  disease  at  Stockton. 

By  an  arrangement  with  the  County  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  I  have  supplied  him  every  week  with  lists  of  new 
cases  of  phthisis  notified,  and  the  County  Health  Visitor  has 
visited  and  given  advice  where  such  appeared  necessary. 
Through  this  arrangement  I  have  from  time  to  time  received 
valuable  information  as  to  defective  conditions  discovered  in 
the  patients’  homes,  and  steps  have  been  taken  to  remedy 
these. 

Disinfectants  and  sputum  bottles  are  supplied  free 
through  the  Sanitary  Inspector  for  cases  where  they  are 
desirable.  After  deaths  from  phthisis  and  after  removals  of 
phthisical  patients  when  the  circumstances  require  it,  disin¬ 
fection  is  carried  out  by  the  Inspector,  and.  necessary  cleansing 
and  whitewashing  is  arranged. 

The  four  shelters  purchased  by  the  Council  have  all  been 
loaned  to  the  County  Insurance  Committee  for  use  in  connec- 


tion  with  domiciliary  benefit,  the  Council  undertaking  to  keep 
them  in  repair  and  to  remove  them  when  necessary  on  terms 
agreed. 

The  Shelter  Camp  at  New  Zealand,  Harbury,  under  the 
control  of  Dr.  Pirie,  is  now  recognised  as  a  sanatorium  under 
the  Insurance  Act,  and  a  number  of  patients  from  the  Southam 
Rural  District  and  elsewhere  have  been  treated  therein. 

In  a  certain  small  number  of  cases  of  phthisis  it  would 
appear  that  a  predisposing  cause  was  the  dusty  condition  of 
the  atmosphere  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  cement  works, 
but  the  influence  of  this  condition  is  not  marked  considering 
the  large  number  of  persons  employed  in  the  cement  industry. 

Infant  Mortality. 

Seventeen  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  were 
registered  during  the  year,  which,  as  will  be  seen  from  Table  I., 
compares  with  nineteen  during  the  previous  year,  and  gives  an 
infant  mortality  rate  of  65  per  thousand  births. 

Table  IV.  sets  forth  the  various  causes  of  infant  deaths. 
No  deaths  were  due  to  infantile  diarrhoea,  but  the  large  number 
of  six  resulted  from  convulsions  probably  accounted  for  in 
some  instances  by  improper  feeding.  Measles  and  whooping 
cough,  as  already  mentioned,  accounted  each  for  one  infant 
death. 

The  Notification  of  Births  Act  has  been  on  the  whole 
remarkably  well  observed,  243  of  the  261  births  which  occurred 
in  the  District  having  been  duly  notified  either  by  doctor, 
midwife,  or  relative. 

Weekly  lists  of  births  have  been  regularly  forwarded 
by  me  to  the  County  officials,  and  a  large  number  of  infants 
have  been  visited  by  the  County  Health  Visitor.  My  con¬ 
nection  with  the  working  of  the  Act,  however,  is  limited 
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at  the  present  time  to  the  routine  of  receiving  and  trans¬ 
mitting  notifications  of  birth,  and  also  endeavouring  to  trace 
such  births  as  have  not  been  notified,  with  a  view  to  securing 
the  general  observance  of  the  Act. 

Vital  Statistics. 

Tables  I.  and  III.  set  forth  the  vital  statistics  for  1913  and 
previous  years. 

The  net  number  of  births  belonging  to  the  District  was 
262,  giving  the  satisfactory  birth-rate  of  26.2  per  thousand  of 
the  population,  which  is  higher  than  that  of  any  year  since 
1908. 

The  net  number  of  deaths  belonging  to  the  District  was 
130,  giving  a  death-rate  of  13.0  per  thousand  of  the  population, 
which  is  somewhat  below  the  average  for  recent  years. 

The  Registrar-General  has  supplied  a  factor  for  the  cor¬ 
rection  of  the  death-rate  just  given.  The  age  and  sex  distri¬ 
bution  of  any  community  naturally  differs  from  that  of  Eng¬ 
land  and  Wales  generally,  and  also  from  that  of  any  other 
community.  Therefore  the  death-rate  of  one  District  must  be 
corrected  before  it  can  be  compared  with  that  of  England  and 
Wales  generally  or  with  that  of  any  other  District.  The 
standardized  death-rate  for  the  Rural  District  of  Southam 
for  1913  is  10.1  per  thousand,  as  compared  with  the  crude  net 
death-rate  already  given  as  13.0. 

Some  of  the  details  given  in  Table  III.  have  already 
received  comment.  It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  the  total 
number  of  deaths  from  tuberculosis  was  only  4,  as  compared 
with  9  during  the  previous  year.  Heart  disease,  bronchitis, 
Bright’s  disease,  and  cancer  account  for  a  large  proportion 
of  the  causes  of  death.  The  total  of  40  given  under  ‘  ‘  Other 
Defined  Diseases  ”  above  sixty-five  years  of  age  include  a 
majority  of  deaths  certified  as  due  to  old  age. 


I  append  the  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  : — 
REPORT  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 

To  THE  SOUTHAM  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I 

I  beg  to  submit  my  Third  Annual  Report  showing  the  amount  of 
work  done  in  the  Sanitary  Department,  during  the  year  ended  Decem¬ 
ber  31st,  1913. 

The  following  Nuisances,  etc.,  have  been  remedied  : — 175  dirty 
rooms  cleansed ;  16  rooms  cleansed  after  infectious  disease  ;  348 

structural  defects  remedied  ;  36  houses  (or  part)  disinfected  after 

infectious  disease  and  one  lot  of  infected  bedding  destroyed  ;  34  drains 
relaid  or  new  drains  provided ;  18  choked  drains  cleared  ;  9  new  gullies 
fixed  ;  18  jiew  drains  inspected  ;  6  foul  ashpits  cleansed  ;  25  defective 
closets  repaired  ;  9  new  closets  erected  ;  18  midden  privies  converted 
into  pail  closets;  13  foul  accumulations  removed;  11  pigstyes  re¬ 
paired  ;  11  additional  protection  for  water  supply  ;  10  wells  cleansed; 
8  defective  pumps  repaired  ;  2  defects  in  slaughter-houses  ;  3  animals 

improperly  kept ;  4  other  nuisances  ;  4  overcrowding.  Total,  778. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  (NOTIFICATION)  ACT,  1889. 

Under  the  above  Act  57  cases  were  notified  during  the  year  as 
follows  : — Enteric  fever  7,  scarlet  fever  20,  diphtheria  15,  erysipelas  15, 
in  the  Parishes  of  Bishop’s  Itchington  4,  Gaydon  3,  Harbury  7,  Light- 
horne  2,  Long  Itchington  17,  Napton  5,  Shuckburgh  1,  Southam  11, 
Stockton  3,  Ufton  2,  Wormleighton  2  ;  20  cases  were  removed  to 
Heatlicote  Hospital ;  death  occurred  in  two  cases. 

Disinfection  was  carried  out,  disinfectants  supplied,  and  instruc¬ 
tions  given  as  to  precautions  for  the  prevention  of  the  spread  of  the 
disease. 

SLAUGHTER-HOUSES  AND  BUTCHERS’  SHOPS. 

There  are  14  slaughter-houses  in  the  District — the  same  as  reported 
last  year.  With  the  exception  of  one  at  Stockton  they  are  in  a  fairly 
good  condition,  and  are  kept  in  a  satisfactory  state  of  cleanliness. 
Repairs  or  improvements  have  been  executed  in  several  cases. 
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FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 


The  number  of  Factories  is  the  same — 5,  Workshops  79,  an  increase 
of  1  ;  Bakehouses  24,  the  same  as  last  year.  Total,  108,  increase  1  ■ 
These  have  been  periodically  inspected,  and  in  regard  to  the  Bakehouses 
whitewashing  has  been  done  without  the  issue  of  formal  notices. 

DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS,  AND  MILKSHOPS. 

The  number  on  the  Register  is  the  same,  viz.,  40.  These  are  in  the 
Parishes  of  Bishop’s  Itcliington  4,  Burton  Dassett  1,  Chadshunt  1, 
Fenny  Compton  5,  Gaydon  r,  Harbury  6,  Long  Itchington  2,  Lighthorne 

1,  Napton  2,  Priors  Marston  2,  Priors  Hardwick  1,  Southam  7,  Stockton 

2,  Shuckburgh  1,  Stoneton  1,  Ufton  1,  Watergall  1,  Wornrleighton  1. 
On  the  whole  they  are  kept  in  a  clean  condition.  Repairs  and  improve¬ 
ments  have  been  asked  for  in  several  cases,  and  these  are  now  engaging 
my  attention. 


COMMON  LODGING  HOUSE. 

The  return  of  lodgers  for  the  twelve  months  is  as  follows  : — Adult 
males  1,796,  adult  females  301,  males  under  21  years  15,  females  under 
2 1  years,  19.  Total,  2,131. 

The  house  is  kept  clean  and  is  in  a  fair  state  of  repair. 

CANAL  BOATS. 

Twenty  boats  were  inspected  during  the  year,  only  one  infringe¬ 
ment  of  the  Canal  Boats  Acts  being  discovered.  One  boat  had  not 

been  registered  on  changing  owners,  but  the  certificate  had  been  applied 
for. 

The  twenty  boats  carried  21  males,  15  females,  and  17  children, 
being  registered  for  60  adults  and  10  children.  On  the  whole  the  boats 
were  in  good  repair  and  in  a  satisfactory  state  as  regards  cleanliness. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Thirty-two  samples  of  water  were  submitted  for  analysis  during 
the  year  from  the  parishes  of  Bishop’s  Itchington  5,  Chesterton  2, 
Harbury  3,  Long  Itchington  1,  Napton  3,  Priors  Marston  2,  Radbourne 
1,  Shuckburgh  1,  Southam  8,  Stockton  4.  Seventeen  of  these  were 
certified  as  fit  for  drinking  purposes,  and  included  in  this  number  were 
the  following  public  supplies  : — Bishop’s  Itchington  (wood  pump  at 
bottom  end  of  village)  ;  Napton  (supply  on  South  side,  and  Jubilee 
Pump)  ;  Priors  Marston  (supply  for  the  top  end  of  village)  ;  and 
Shuckburgh  (Pump  near  Blacksmith’s  shop). 
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Three  of  the  thirtv-two  were  second  samples  from  the  same  wells 
after  cleansing. 

The  Public  Pumps  at  Napton,  Shuckburgh,  Southam,  and  Stockton 
have  been  repaired.  Also  the  water  mainS,  etc.,  at  Napton. 

Water  Certificates  were  granted  for  45  houses  in  the  Parishes  of 
Bishop’s  Itchington  8,  Harbury  1,  Long  Itchington  20,  Napton  3, 
Priors  Marston  1,  Shuckburgh  2,  and  Stockton  10. 

PUBLIC  SCAVENGING. 

Harbury. — The  returns  for  the  scavenging  of  the  village  during 
the  year  are  : — Nightsoil  104  cart  loads,  ashes  231  cart  loads,  and 
house  refuse  92  loads.  The  latter  number  includes  the  clearing  of  house 
refuse  since  the  commencement  of  the  scheme  in  October,  1912. 

Long  Itchington. — The  scavenging  here  during  the  year  has  been 
much  more  satisfactory  since  the  removal  of  ashes  and  house  refuse  was 
included  in  the  contract.  The  returns  are  : — Nightsoil  64  cart  loads, 
ashes  212  cart  loads,  house  refuse  12  loads. 

Southam. — The  returns  for  the  year  are  : — -Nightsoil  117  cart  loads , 
ashes  248,  house  refuse  23  loads. 

PUBLIC  DRAINAGE. 

Harbury. — 40  yards  of  gin.  glazed  pipes  have  been  laid,  and  a 
cesspool  constructed  in  the  sewer  ditch  in  Beilby’s  Orchard. 

Napton. — 70  yards  of  sewer  have  been  relaid  with  55  yards  of 
6in.  and  15  yards  4m.  glazed  pipes,  and  two  new  catchpits  constructed. 

Priors  Marston. — At  the  top  end  of  the  village  the  sewer  was 
extended  for  a  distance  of  100  yards  with  6in.  glazed  pipes,  a  manhole 
and  inspection  chamber  being  constructed,  and-  the  ditch  piped  in  for 
about  10  yards.  Five  new  private  drains  have  been  connected  to  this 
new  sewer  in  addition  to  the  existing  drains. 

Fenny  Compton. — The  brook  has  been  thoroughly  cleansed  from 
the  village  down  to  the  first  railway  culvert. 

Long  Itchington. — The  brook  has  been  cleansed  for  a  considerable 
distance. 

Southam. — The  two  large  tanks  have  been  cleaned  out  and  also 
the  trenches  on  the  irrigation  land.  The  trenches  on  Stockton  land  have 
been  cleared  too.  The  tank  at  Ufton  has  been  cleansed. 
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Sewer  ditches  have  been  cleaned  at  Bishop’s  Itchington,  Bascotc, 
Gavdon,  Harbury,  Xapton,  and  Priors  Marston. 

Cesspools  have  been  cleansed  at  Ladbroke,  Southam,  and  Ufton. 

BUILDING  BYE-LAWS. 

The  Committee  have  had  under  consideration  during  the  year  plans 
lor  46  new  houses,  5  alterations  or  additions  to  houses,  and  5  for  other 
buildings  or  works.  These  were  in  the  Parishes  of  Bishop  s  Itchington, 
6,  Harbury  3,  Long  Itchington  24,  Napton  2,  Priors  Marston  1,  Shuck- 
burgh  4,  Stockton  13,  and  Southam  2. 

LEGAL  PROCEEDINGS. 

At  Southam  a  nuisance  caused  by  swine  improperly  kept  not 
being  abated  by  informal  notice,  I  was  instructed  to  institute  legal 
proceedings.  On  the  9th  June  a  Magistrate’s  Order  for  the  abatement 
of  the  nuisance  was  granted. 

I  am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

(Signed)— HERBERT  PICKERING, 
Assoc.  R.  San.  Inst. 


/ 
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RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT  OF  SOUTHAM. 

Summary  of  Sanitary  Work  done  in  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances’ 
Department  during  the  Year  1913. 


Dwelling  Houses  and  Schools — 

Foul  Conditions 
Structural  Defects 
Overcrowding  ... 

Unfit  for  Habitation 
Lodging  Houses  ...  ... 

Dairies  and  Milkshops 
CowSheds 
Bakehouses 
Slaughter-houses 
Canal  Boats  ... 

Ashpits  and  Privies  ... 

Deposits  of  Refuse  and  Manure 
W  ater-closets 

House  Drainage — 

Defective  Traps 
No  Disconnection 
Other  Faults 
Water  Supply... 

Pigsties 

Animals  Improperly  kept 
Offensive  Trades 
Smoke  Nuisances 
Other  Nuisances 
Rooms  Cleansed  after  Infectious 
Disease  ... 


Inspections 

Notices  served. 

Nuisances 

and 

a 

Abated 

Observations 

Statu- 

In- 

after 

made. 

tory. 

formal. 

Notice. 

...  668 

62 

267 

175 

■  •■1445 

178 

578 

348 

II 

— 

5 

4 

4 

— 

3 

3 

00 

— - 

4 

2 

•  34 

— 

5 

5 

22 

■ — 

4 

4 

20 

— 

— 

— 

...  162 

19 

62 

58 

...  39 

I 

13 

13 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

34 

— 

15 

9 

2 

— 

1 

1 

157 

17 

71 

7° 

98 

3 

37 

29 

25 

3 

1 1 

1 1 

7 

2 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 1 

1 

6 

4 

32 

— 

16 

16 

Totals  ...  2,825  288  1,101  755 


No. 

Seizures  of  Unwholesome  Food  ...  ...  ...  •••  ••• 

Samples  of  Food  taken  for  Analysis 

Ditto  of  Food  found  Adulterated  . . — 

Ditto  of  Water  taken  for  Analysis  ...  ...  ...  32 

Ditto  of  Water  condemned  as  unfit  for  use  ...  .  15 


N0XE. — Where  an  inspection  or  notice  embraces  more  than  one 
defect,  it  may  be  enumerated  separately  as  regards  each 
such  defect. 


Precautions  against  Infectious  Disease. 

Lots  of  Infected  Bedding  Stoved  or  Destroyed  ...  ...  ...  1 

Houses  Disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease  ...  ...  ...  36 

Schools  ditto  ditto  ditto  ...  ... 

Prosecutions  for  not  Notifying  Existence  of  Infectious  Disease...  — 
Convictions  ditto  ditto  ditto  ditto  ... 

Prosecutions  for  Exposure  of  Infected  Persons  or  3  hings 
Convictions  ditto  ditto  ditto  ditto  ... 


HERBERT  PICKERING,  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 
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SOUTHAM  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


Annual  Report  for  1913  on  Factories,  Workshops,  Laundries,  Workplaces,  and 

Homework. 


1. -  INSPECTION. 

Including  Inspections  made  b.v  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


Premises. 


Factories  (including  Factory  Laundries)  ... 

Workshops  (includingWorkslmp  1  .aundries) 

Workplaces  (oilier  than  Outworkers’  pre¬ 
mises  included  in  Part  3  of  this  Report) 

Total 


Number  of 

Inspections. 

W  ritten 
Notices. 

Prosecutions. 

5 

103 

103 


2.- DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Particulars. 


Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts: — 
Want  of  cleanliness  . 

Want  of  ventilation  . 

Overcrowding  . 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors  . 

Other  Nuisances . 


Number  of  Defects. 

•e  3 


■3 


'C  ■ 


t  insufficient  . 

Sanitary  accommodation  -  unsuitable  or  defective 
{ not  separate  for  sexes 

Notice  to  Limewash  Bakehouses  . 


i 

I 


Offences  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop  A  ct : 

Illegal  occupation  of  underground  bakehouse  (s.  101) . . 

Breach  of  special  sanitary  requirements  for  bakehouses'  (ss.  97 . 

to  100)  .  ,  ,  ,  ,  I 

Other  ofl'—’ces  (excluding  offences  relating  to  outwork  which' . 

arc  included  in  Part  3  of  this  Report)  j _ 

Total .  5 
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Southam  Rural  District. — Factories,  &c. — ( continued ). 


4.  -REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS 


Workshops  on  the  Register  (s.  131)  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


9  EC  ■ 


rt..a5 

*3  p,  j*  ~ 

**  O  co 

£ 

cc  (L, 

r*M  2  « 
5?  u  £  p 

c.  2  1 1 


Bakehouses 
Other  Workshops 


Total  number  of  Workshops  on  the  Register 


Number. 


24 

79 


103 


5.— OTHER  MATTERS. 


Class. 


Number. 


Matters  Notified  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories:— 


Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act  (s.  133) 


Action  taken  in  matters  referred  /  Notified  by  H.M.  Inspector . 

byH.M.Inspectoras  remediable 
under  the  Public  Health  Acts,  4 

but  not  under  the  Factory  and  Reports  (of  action  taken)  sent  to 
Workshop  Act  (s.  5)  l  H.M.  Inspector 


Other 


Underground  Bakehouses  (s.  101) . — 
Certificates  granted  during  the  year 


In  use  at  end  of  the  year  ... 
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Table  I. 

SOUTHAM  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1913  and  Previous 

Years. 


Ykak. 

1 

M  Population  estimated  to  Middle 
of  each  Year. 

Births. 

Total 

Deaths 

Registered 

IN  THE 

District. 

Transfer¬ 

able 

Deaths. 

Nett  Deaths  belonging 
to  the  District. 

o.  Uncorrected  Number. 

■ 

Nett. 

Under  1  Year 
of  age. 

At  all  Ages. 

Of  Non-Residents 

00  regUtered 

in  the  District. 

Of  Residents  not 
'O  registered 

in  thr  District. 

-e.  Number. 

^  *  R  ate. 

u 

4) 

& 

3 

6 

^  •  Rate. 

u 

,0 

e 

3 

fc 

10 

_  Rate  per  1,000 

M  Nett  Births. 

0 

£> 

e 

3 

£ 

12 

c 

cS 

* 

13 

1908 

9,960 

290 

291 

140 

141 

11 

22 

76 

151 

15  2 

1909 

9,970 

219 

21  9 

138 

13  8 

1 

7 

25 

114 

144 

14  4 

1910 

9  980 

247 

24-7 

135 

13  5 

1 

16 

21 

85 

150 

15  0 

1911 

9,990 

205 

205 

20-5 

113 

113 

15 

10 

49 

128 

12  8 

1912 

10,000 

239 

240 

24  0 

127 

12-7 

19 

19 

79 

146 

14-6 

1913 

10,010 

261 

262 

262 

118 

11-8 

1 

12 

17 

65 

130 

130 

®»<ates  in  Columns  5,  7,  and  13,  calculated  per  ),ooo  of  estimated  Population. 

VITAL  STATISTICS  IN  ENGLAND  AND  WALES  (1913). 


We  are  indebted  to  the  Registrar-General  for  the  following  state¬ 
ment  showing  the  birth-rates  and  death-rates  and  the  rate  of  infantile 
mortality  in  England  and  Wales,  and  in  certain  parts  of  the  country 
during  the  year  1913. 

England  and  Wales. 

Birth-rate,  Death-rate,  and,  Infantile  Mortality  during  the  Year  1913 
( Provisional  Figures). 

Average  Rate  per  1,000  Living. 

Deaths  under 

Births.  Deaths.  one  yearto  1,000 

Crude.  Standardized*.  Births 


England  and  Wales 

96  Great  Towns,  including  Lon¬ 

23-9 

13-7 

13-4 

109 

don 

25-1 

14-3 

14.7 

Il6 

145  Smaller  Towns 

England  and  Wales,  less  the  241 

23-9 

12.8 

13.0 

1 1 2 

towns 

22.2 

131 

12. 1 

96 

London 

24.8 

14.2 

14.2 

IO4 

♦The  standardized  death-rates  (formerly  called  corrected  death- 
rates)  a-re  the  rates  which  would  have  been  recorded  had  the  sex  and 
age  constitution  of  the  populations  of  the  several  areas  been  identical 
with  that  of  England  and  Wales  as  enumerated  in  1901, 


H 

U 


< 

i* 


£ 

H 

c/) 


Ed 

a 

H 


O 

z 


£ 


sd 

D 


s 

£ 

H 

£ 

O 

CO 


< 

Cd 


O 

o 


W 

J 

ca 

< 

H 


o 

w 

Ex- 

Z 


to 

o 


< 

CJ 


’l^^idsojj  oi 
pdAouioj  sos^3  ih;o  p 


^3 
<D  . 
cc  >> 


V  -2 

i/i 

o 


32 


•uojqSioiuuo^YY 

:  cm 

- 

1  " 

•uoyn 

T“H 

:  00 

•uojqoojg  j 

F“H  H 

• 

—  *-<  m 

1 

•nxcqjnos 

t>.  co  : 

- 

CO  T— * 

ao 

•q3jnqqDnqs 

:  - 

- 

•uo;sjc|^  sjou^ 

f— c 

- 

qDtMpJEH  SJOUJ 

:  ca 

CM 

•uojde^ 

cm  : 

CO 

in 

uoj2uii{05X  Sao  ] 

m  co  e- 

CM 

CO  j 

•auiomq§i'7 

cm  : 

i  ~ 

CO  j 

•.CmqjBjx 

cm  vn 

0  CO 

0 

CM 

uoidaioj  Xuu3j| 

i  - 

- 

•UOp^BQ 

cm  .-1 

CM  r-t 

CO 

•U05J35S3H3 

-  i 

•uojSuiqD^j 

s.doqsijq 

r-4  CM 

m  co 

CM 

At  Ages. — Years. 

•spjuMdn 

pug  99 

'•99  9fr 

^  • 

(M  • 

CO  •— 1 

CO 

'St  01  sz 

_  CO  CO 

- 

12 

4 

27 

'S3  oi  SI 

-  : 

CO 

m  c- 

CO 

•Si  01  g 

CO  -  0 

cm 

CO  CO 

c-~ 

CO 

S°l  I 

»-«  rH  m 

- 

•  i  | 

B, 

IJSpUQ  | 

C  :  cm 

!  CM 

•sdSy  lie  IV 

15 

15 

20 

c- 

co  m 

CM  *-« 

0 

0 

•  :  : 

c 

e> 

s 


o 

z 


.2  2 

S'J 


rt 

e 

7) 


«  .2 


U  CU  CJ  cu 


o 

S 

3 


g 

cj  ^ 

£=? 


a  o 

C/3 


13 


8K 


X~ 


•  •  e 

«2'73 


0-0 

X 


33 

Table  III. 

SOUTHAM  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


Causes  of,  and  Ages  at  Death  during  the  Year  1913. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

Nett  Deaths  at  the  subjoined  Ages  of 
“  Residents  ”  whether  occurring  within 
or  without  the  District. 

Total  Deaths  in 

Institutions 

in  the  District. 

All  Ages. 

Under 

1  year. 

I  1  and 

under  2. 

2  and 

under  5. 

5  and 

under  15. 

15  and 

under  25. 

25  and 

40  under  45. 

col  45  and 

under  65. 

65  and 

upwards. 

All  rauses/Certified . 

Ail  causes-^  Uncertified  . 

128 

2 

16 

1 

2 

3 

5 

4 

63 

13 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

Phthisis  (Pulmonary  Tuberculosis)  . 

2 

1 

i 

. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

7 

3 

4 

2 

12 

1 

6 

5 

1 

13 

2 

1 

10 

1 

6 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

4 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

4 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

8 

1 

1 

1 

3 

2 

Puerperal  Fever . 

Other  Accidents  and  Diseases  ol 

1 

1 

Congenital  Debility  and  Malforma- 

4 

4 

3 

1 

1 

i 

55 

6 

1 

2 

6 

40 

7 

Diseases,  ill-defined  or  unknown 

2 

1 

i 

All  Causes  . 

130 

17 

2 

3 

5 

4 

9 

27 

63 

13 
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Table  IV. 

SOUTHAM  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


Infantile  Mortality  during  the  Year  1913.  Nett  Deaths  from 
stated  Causes  at  various  Ages  under  One  Year  of  Age. 


Cause  ol  Death. 


All  causes 


(  Certified 
t  U ncertified 


f  Small-pox  ... 

Chicken-pox 
Measles 
Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping  Cough 
(.Diphtheria  and  Croup 
Erysipelas  ... 

Tuberculous  Meningitis  .. 
Abdominal  Tuberculosis 
Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 
Meningitis  (not  Tuberculous) 

Convulsions . 

Laryngitis . 

Bronchitis . 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  ... 

j  Diarrhoea  . 

\  Enteritis  ••  . 

Gastritis  . 

Syphilis  . 

Rickets  . 

Suffocation,  overlying  ... 

Injury  at  Birth  . 

Atelectasis . 

Congenital  Malformations 

J  Premature  Birth . 

v  Atrophy,  Debility  &  Marasmus 
Other  Causes 


All  causes 


cC  S- 1 
<X>^ 


P  G 
G 
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Nett  Births  in  the  Year Legitimate,  243  ;  Illegitimate,  19.  . 

Nett  Deaths  in  the  Year  of Legitimate  Infants,  15 ;  Illegitimate  Infants,  *. 


